
BOUNDARY AND ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS WORKING PARTY

Minutes of the meeting held on 18 December 2019 at 3.00 pm at Pugin & Rossetti Rooms, 
First Floor, Council Offices, Cecil Street, Margate.

Present: Councillors Currie, Cllr Rev. S Piper and Savage

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Councillors Green, Stevens and Parsons.

2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

Councillor Savage proposed, Councillor Currie seconded and the Working Party agreed 
that Councillor S. Piper be the Chairman for the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.

4. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The Working Party agreed the minutes to be a correct record of the meeting that was 
held on 28 September 2019.

5. REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS, PLACES AND STATIONS 

Mr Hughes, Committee Services Manager, introduced the item during which it was noted 
that:

 The Council was required to undertake a review of its Parliamentary polling 
districts and places between 1 October 2018 and 31 Jan 2020.

 Presiding Officers had completed a review form at the last European elections 
and the recent District/Parish elections.  The form had been designed by the 
Electoral commission to review polling stations.

 A proposed list of stations was created and circulated to over 200  stakeholders 
including elected members representing all areas of the Thanet District, 
Community organisations, organisations representing disabled residents and all 
of the currently used polling stations.  The proposals were also detailed on the 
councils website, social media and local news, including BBC South East The 
consultation was also open to all members of the public. 

 20 responses had been received which were summarised in annex 1 of the 
report.

 There was concern that parking facilities at St Andrews Church were inadequate, 
however there was parking nearby.  Amongst others, St Peters House, Cabin 
Café and Westover Free Church had been considered as alternatives, however 
these venues either did not wish to be used by the Council or were found to be 
unsuitable.  Hire of a temporary station would be cost prohibitive at approximately 
£3800.00 per day.

 Queens Road Baptist Church replaced Piermont Hall, which was undergoing 
renovation work.  A re-assessment of Piermont Hall could take place once the 
renovations were complete.
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The Working Party agreed that, subject a re-assessment of Piermont Hall as soon as 
practicable, the proposals for polling districts, places and stations for future elections, as 
attached at  Annex 2 to the report, be recommended to Council.

Meeting concluded: 3.40pm


